=y ftrw.ﬂrﬁ- :
- gt et \J
= N Hl' \JL_J- ._-l::_l:'_._.- IIR._J.FH—’IL_
DIARY - ;

’ i
MNotes dictatad hLlhl FPresident oh nbar 51_195? concerning visit of :l«fq

Governor Orval Faubus of firkansas to Little Rock on September 14, 1957,

Interview was held in the President’s tiny office at the Naval Station at ht-eﬂ&
Newport. At the beginning of what was approximately a two hour

session, the President and the Governor were alone in the President's (s
office for about twenty minutes. They then adjourned to acw's office,

which was larger.

"What he had to say was pretty well represented in the press releases
given out that day (attached), Governor Faubus protested again and
again he was a law abiding citizen, that he was a veteran, fought in the
war, and that everybody recognizes that the Federal law is supreme to
State law. So I suggested to him that he go home and not nacessarily
withdraw his National Guard troops, but just change their orders to say
that having been assured that there was ne attempt to do anything except
to obey the Courts and that the Federal government was not trying to
do anything that had not been slready agreed to by the Scheol Board
and directed by the Courtsj that he should tall the Guard to continue to
preserve order but to allow the Negro children to attend Central High
Schosl. I pointed out at that time he was due to appear the following
Friday, the 20th, before the Court to datermine whether an injunction
was to be issued, In any event, I urged him to take this action
promptly whereupon the Justice Department would go to the Court and
ask that the Governor not be'brought into Court. I further said that

I did not believe it was beneficial to anybody to have a trial of strength
between the President and a Governor because in any area where the
Federal government had assumed jurisdiction and thie was upheld by
the Supreme Court, there could be only one outcome -- that is, the
State would lose, and I did not want to see any Governor humiliated.

"He seemed to be very appreciative of this attitude and I got definitely
the understanding that he was going back to Arkansas to act within a
matter of hours to revoke his orders to the Guard to prevent re-entry
of the Negro children into the school.

"He told me of his war experiences and vigorously asserted his deep
feelings of loyalty and dedication to the Federal government, and re-
peated several times that he had shown respect for the law in all his
actions,

"After soma 20 minutes of personal conference, we invited Governor
Adams and Brooks Hays, and later, the Attorney General, to join us,
The ensuing conversation was generally along the same lines as he had
talked to me in private. "



